
 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

COMMISSION MEETING 

 

December 05, 2022  

7:00 PM  

Fridley Civic Center - 7071 University Avenue 

N.E. 

 

 
AGENDA 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Meeting Minutes 

1. November 7, 2022 Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes 

New Business 

2. Moore Lake Playground Design 

Old Business 

Staff Reports 

3. Springbrook Nature Center Report 

4. Fridley Parks and Recreation Division Report 

5. Park Maintenance and Construction Report 

Adjournment 
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Vision Statement 

We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly and stable home for families and businesses. 

AGENDA REPORT 
 

Meeting Date: December 5, 2022 Meeting Type: Parks and Recreation Commission 

Submitted By: Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director  

Title  

November 7, 2022 Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes 

Background  

Attached are the meeting minutes of the November 7, 2022 Parks and Recreation Commission. 

 

Financial Impact  

None.  

Recommendation  

Staff recommends approval of the November 7, 2022 Parks and Recreation Commission minutes. 

Attachments and Other Resources  

 November 7, 2022 Parks and Recreation Minutes.  
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING 
November 7, 2022 

7:00 PM 

Fridley Civic Campus, 7071 University Avenue N.E. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

Chair Borman called the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

PRESENT  

EB Graham 

Peter Borman 

Ryan Gerhard 

Shanna Larson 

Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director 

Scott Lund, Mayor 

Skyler Ruetz, Recreation Specialist 

Karen Blaska, Anoka County Parks Planner 

 

APPROVE PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION AGENDA FOR NOVEMBER 7, 2022  

MOTION by Commissioner Graham to APPROVE the November 7, 2022 meeting agenda.  SECONDED 

by Gerhard.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously.  

  

APPROVE PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES  

 

2. Approve Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes of October 3, 2022 

 

MOTION by Commissioner Larson to APPROVE the October 3, 2022 meeting minutes.  SECONDED 

by Commissioner Graham.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously.  

  

NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS  

 

3. Parks and Recreation – Staff Introductions Skyler Ruetz 

 

Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director, introduced new staff member Sklyer Ruetz. 

 

Sklyer Ruetz, Recreation Specialist, introduced herself to the Commission. 
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4. Anoka County Parks Staff Presentation on Rice Creek West Regional Trail Corridor Engagement 

Findings 

 

Karen Blaska, Anoka County Parks Planner, provided a presentation on the Rice Creek West Regional 

Trail Corridor engagement findings.  She reviewed the things that people like about the park, barriers 

to visiting, and safety concerns that were identified.  She provided input received related to trails, 

winter recreation, wayfinding and signage, the creek, the dog park, the playground, activities, and 

mountain biking.  She summarized the items that should be improved per the input received as well 

as things that people find beneficial in the parks.  She reviewed the demographics of the public input 

and the results of the Metropolitan Council survey.  She highlighted her next steps noting that she 

will be developing a draft plan that she will share with stakeholders. 

 

The Commission asked for verification on whether the survey included the parks or just the trail.  Ms. 

Blaska commented that the focus was on the trail even though it goes through parks.   

 

A member of the Commission commented that it would be helpful to have a Rice Creek Trail 101 to 

improve knowledge of the corridor.  The Commission asked for input on the possible dissolution of 

the JPA.  Ms. Blaska replied that until that is official, they will remain as partners in the project.  She 

stated that if the park were returned to Fridley, they would still proceed with the trail project.     

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Mayor Lund commented that he was present to hear the presentation from Anoka County.  He noted 

that the dissolution of the JPA has been considered by different commissions and will be formally 

considered by the City Council at its meeting the following week.  He summarized some of the 

concerns the City has had with the partnership with Anoka County on the parks within the JPA.  He 

was glad to see the County develop a master plan but believed it still lacks attention in some areas 

and a lack of actual partnership with the City.   

 

A member of the Commission commented that perhaps this is too little, too late for the County and 

it was noted that there was still a lack of attention to the other two parks within the JPA.  The 

Commission thanked Mayor Lund and Ms. Blaska for their presentations. 

 

STAFF REPORTS  

 

5. Springbrook Nature Center Report 

 

Mr. Maher reviewed the report highlighted different programing opportunities that have occurred 

with school children this past month.  He noted that there was record attendance for Pumpkin Night 

in the Park this year and provided a summary of the event details.  He also highlighted upcoming 

events.  He provided some ideas on how they could stagger people entering the Pumpkin Night in 
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the Park event or limit attendance in future years as there were some long lines at times.  He also 

commented on the green roof project that has been completed. 

 

6. Fridley Parks and Recreation Division Report 

 

Mr. Maher highlighted recent programing events and participation for youth and adult programs.  

He also noted a recent conference his department staff attended.   

 

7. Park Maintenance and Construction Report 

 

Mr. Maher summarized the work staff is doing to prepare for the transition to the winter months.     

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Commissioner Larson made the MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 p.m., SECONDED by 

Commissioner Graham.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously.  

  

Respectfully submitted,   

  

 

Amanda Staple 

Recording Secretary   
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Vision Statement 

We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly and stable home for families and businesses. 

AGENDA REPORT  

Meeting Date: December 5, 2022 Meeting Type: Parks and Recreation Commission 

Submitted By: Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director 

Title  

Moore Lake Playground Design 

Background  

Attached is an update of the Moore Lake Playground design for the December 5, 2022 Parks and 

Recreation Commission meeting. 

  

Financial Impact  

None.  

Recommendation  

None. 

Attachments and Other Resources  

 Attached is an update of the Moore Lake Playground design for the December 5, 2022 Parks 

and Recreation Commission meeting.  
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M
oore Lake Park

5890 Central Ave

Fridley, M
N

 55432

2023

Q
ty

Item
 No.

Description 
Price

Ext Price

EQ
UIPM

ENT INFO
RM

ATIO
N &

 PRICING

State Contract Pricing

PRO
JECT INFO

RM
ATIO

N

5-12 PLAY EQ
UIPM

EN
T
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$240,319.00
Total Equipm

ent Cost at State Contract Pricing

2-5 PLAY EQ
UIPM

EN
T
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11/8/2022

Preliminary 
Budget Possible Additions

Possible 
Reductions QTY Notes

Play Equipment 
 Fridley_MooreLake 103122 240,319.00 2022 List Price of Equipment 
State Contract Discount (19,225.52) 8% State Contract #218091 (6% discount under $80,000 & 8% discount $80,000 & above)

0.00

Delivery of Play equipment 900.00

Mobilization 750.00
Dumpster(s) - 30 Yard 1,515.00

Site work By Others 

Border Options By Others 
Concrete Flatwork By Others 

Equipment Installation (Labor & Concrete for Footings) 34,244.05 15.49% Standard labor rate unless otherwise noted

Subgrade Prep & Engineered Wood Fiber Surfacing (EWF)
3,939.94 65 Recommended with EWF installations.
2,496.81 5,011
9,764.75 217

Subgrade Prep & Poured In Place (PIP) or Turf Surfacing

9,114.82 131 Required for PIP & Turf installations 

5,817.60 360

68,899.78 2,992

0.00 0

By Others If there 
is not a chain link construciton fence Flagship Recreation will install orange fence around the entire perimeter of the playground.

By Others 0

5,378.04 (5,378.04) Reduction if bonding is not required for the playground portion of the project.

Budget Total Total Additions Total Reductions Total w/ Additions & Reductions

363,914.28 0.00 (5,378.04) 358,536.24

PRELIMINARY BUDGET - THIS IS AN ESTIMATE & NOT A FORMAL QUOTE

City of Fridley 
7071 University Ave NE
Fridley, MN 55432
Mike Maher - Parks & Recreation Director
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Vision Statement 

We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly and stable home for families and businesses. 

AGENDA REPORT 
 

Meeting Date: December 5, 2022 Meeting Type: Parks and Recreation Commission 

Submitted By: Tara Rogness, Springbrook Nature Center Manager  

Title  

Springbrook Nature Center Report 

Background  

Attached is the update from Springbrook Nature Center for the December 5, 2022 Parks and Recreation 

Commission meeting. 

  

Financial Impact  

None.  

Recommendation  

None. 

Attachments and Other Resources  

 Springbrook Nature Center Update for December 5, 2022 meeting 
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Springbrook Nature Center  

Park & Rec Commission Report 

  

November Highlights 
 Springbrook Naturalists have seen about 1,100 Fridley students this month covering such topics as:  

Mineral Classification (4th grade), Water Cycles (4th grade), Water Scarcity in the World (4th grade), Seed 

Dispersal (2nd grade), Climate Change and Carbon Footprint (8th grade), Designing Cities and Carbon 

Footprints (8th grade), and Survival Challenge and Culminating Field Trip (8th grade). 

 Springbrook Naturalists have seen about 350 students this month on the Nature Trail.  They’ve learned 

about Stream Study (4th grade), Soils (1st grade), and GPS Course (5th grade). 

 This month’s rentals have included 5 rental groups using our indoor classroom.  Groups ranged from 

business meetings, family gatherings, and a wedding.   

 Naturalists have also led four birthday parties this month. 

 Springbrook Naturalists attended (and presented) at the Minnesota Naturalists Association conference 

at Long Lake Conservation Center in Palisade MN.  The skill sharing and networking were invigorating.  

The staff came back with lots of new ideas and perspectives.  

 SNC served as a polling location for the mid—term elections. 

 

Upcoming this Season 
 Lantern Light Hikes will start in December and run through March on the second Friday of each month.  

Enjoy lantern lit trails, a cozy bonfire, and the great outdoors.  Cost is $5 per person, snowshoe rental 

available for an additional $5 (provided there is a 3 inch base of snow). 

 SNC will be closed to the public from December 24 – January 2 so that we can take care of ongoing 

maintenance (floor refinishing and building repainting). 

 Springbrook will be hosting the City of Fridley Annual Meeting on December 1st.  We look forward to 

providing a pleasant place to hear about the successes of the city and gathering with coworkers to 

celebrate a great year. 

 Winterfest will take place at Springbrook on Saturday January 21 from 11 am – 2 pm.  Come out and 

enjoy the winter weather with activities including but not limited to:  snowshoeing, medallion hunting, 

kick sleds, and fat tire biking. 

 

Grants 
 Xcel Energy Grant 2022 is being used to install an new exhibit:  “The Power of Prairies”.  Dina Cyrus is 

getting started with graphic design, interactive element design, and is meeting with fabricators for 

some custom wood work for the exhibit.  We look forward to a fun and educational experience. 

 We have been awarded an International Paper Grant entitled “Building Aquatic and Ecological Literacy”.  

We will put together new curriculum for onsite field trips, summer camps, scout groups, and others.  We 

will include an additional canoe, PFDs, fishing rods and cases, miscellaneous fishing equipment and 

additional paddles.     
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Vision Statement 

We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly and stable home for families and businesses. 

AGENDA REPORT  

Meeting Date: December 5, 2022 Meeting Type: Parks and Recreation Commission 

Submitted By: Margo Numedahl, Recreation Division Manager 

Title  

Fridley Parks and Recreation Division Report 

Background  

Attached is the update from the Parks and Recreation Department for the December 5, 2022 Parks and 

Recreation Commission meeting. 

  

Financial Impact  

None.  

Recommendation  

None. 

Attachments and Other Resources  

 Attached is the update from the Parks and Recreation Department for the December 5, 2022 

Parks and Recreation Commission meeting. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  
 

Recreation Division:  November 2022 

 

Fall Programs 

Below is a list of programs and participation numbers for the 

second Fall session, which runs from November through early 

December.  

 

PRESCHOOL    

 Basketball 12 

 Sports Sampler 11 

 

ELEMENTARY AFTER-SCHOOL   

 Multi-Sports League Gr. K-1 8 

 Basketball League Gr. 2-4 13 

 Martial Arts & Light Sabers  13 

 Painting  18 

 

FIELD TRIPS GR. K-5   

 Science Museum 10 

    

ADULT FITNESS & ATHLETICS    

 Aqua Zumba 10 

 Zumba (2 classes)  16 

 Pickleball Games & Strategies (4 - Fridley; 2 - SLP)  6 

 Indoor Co-Rec Volleyball: Sept - Dec 

 (3 – Fridley; 2 – SLP; 4 – NB) 
9 

 

 

Parks and Recreation Brochure  

The Nov/Dec brochure was sent to residents at the end of 

October. Program staff has completed content for the Jan/Feb 

brochure and it is currently being designed.  
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November Field Trip 

On Tuesday, November 8th, children in grades K-5 joined 

our Recreation Staff for an exciting day at the Minnesota 

Science Museum. Trip highlights included: Omnitheatre 

Show, Backyard Wilderness, and exhibits, Cardboard City 

and Sportsology. We had ten participants.  

 

After-School Classes  

The second session of After-school Programs began on 

Tuesday, November 15th. Classes include: Multi-Sports 

League, Martial Arts & Light Sabers, Painting, and 

Basketball League. We have great participation in this 

session and children are enjoying the activities. We 

continue to work closely with Fridley School District staff 

on dismissal procedures and the snack program. 

 

Family Open Gym 

We began Family Open Gym at Hayes Elementary School again from 10:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. on 

Saturday, November 5th. Cost is $2 per child or $4 per family, five visit punch cards can also be 

purchased for a reduced rate. Participants are encouraged to play together using a variety of 

equipment including: balls, hoops, scooters, jump ropes, a bouncy house and more! Staff have 

been working to increase promotion for this program and Saturday, November 19th we reached 

a record attendance of 30 participants. We look forward to serving more families with this 

program. 

 

Pickleball Courts 

On Saturday afternoons beginning on November 5th, we are offering Pickleball Court 

reservations. Staff have lined three courts in the Hayes Gym. For the month of November (11/5, 

12 and 19) we have had five reservation totaling seven hours. The cost is $15 per hour. 

 

Adult Sport Leagues Starting Soon! 

Registrations are coming in for Winter Adult Sports Leagues. Sports offered: Men’s Basketball, 

Bag Toss, Pickleball, Volleyball and Boot Hockey. We are working with neighboring communities 

to offer all except the Men’s Basketball League and are looking forward to building partnerships 

and successful programs! 

 

Moore Lake Park Design  

The City has hired a construction manager, Krause Anderson, to oversee the construction of the 

Moore Lake Park Community Building. They will help with budgeting, bidding, and oversight of 

contractors. Refinements are ongoing to the site and building plan and a status update will be 

shared with the City Council at the December 12th Conference Meeting and will be shared with 

the Commission at the following scheduled meeting.  
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City Council Passes Resolution to Exit Locke Park Joint Powers Agreement  

As was discussed with the Commission at the October meeting, the Fridley City Council did pass 

a resolution to exit the Locke Park Joint Powers Agreement with Anoka County. The agreement 

states that either party can exit the agreement with a notice of one year. The Commission will 

remain informed and involved as the City assumes responsibility for maintenance, operation and 

programming at this park.  
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Vision Statement 

We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly and stable home for families and businesses. 

AGENDA REPORT 
 

Meeting Date: December 5, 2022 Meeting Type: Parks and Recreation Commission 

Submitted By: Jeff Jensen, Operations Manager – Streets, Parks, and Facilities 

Title  

Park Maintenance and Construction Report 

Background  

Attached is the Park Maintenance and Construction report for the December 5, 2022 meeting.  

 

Financial Impact  

None.  

Recommendation  

None.  

Attachments and Other Resources  

 Park Maintenance Report for December 5, 2022 meeting 
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Memorandum 

The Park Maintenance Division has been working on getting all ice-skating rinks started. 

Hopefully we will have good ice making weather and an earlier than normal opening of the 

skating rinks.  We have packed all the snow, and flooded all rinks, to start the ground freezing 

process.  If it does warm up it will melt just the top layers and we will have a good base.  

We have plowed all sidewalks a few times and have also done some tree work.  We are also 

working on Moore Lake beach house trying to remove hazardous and recyclable materials to 

help save on the demolition costs for the building.  We have removed the air compressor so 

there will be no open ice on the lake this winter. 

  

Date: 12/5/2022 

To: Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director  

From: Jeff Jensen, Operations Manager, Streets, Parks, Facilities  

DEPT: Public Works  

CC: Margo Numedahl, Parks and Recreation Manager  

RE: Parks and Recreation Commission Report for December 5th, 2022 Meeting  
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