City Council Conference Meeting
March 10, 2025
5:30 PM
Fridley City Hall, 7071 University Avenue N.E.

City of

Agenda

Agenda

1. Support for Lawns to Legumes Program

2. Welcome Councilmember Cardona

Accessibility Notice:

. If you need free interpretation or translation assistance, please contact City staff.

. Si necesita ayuda de interpretacién o traduccién gratis, comuniquese con el personal de la ciudad.

. Yog tias koj xav tau kev pab txhais lus los sis txhais ntaub ntawv dawb, ces thov tiv tauj rau Lub Nroog cov
neeg ua hauj lwm.

. Haddii aad u baahan tahay tarjumaad bilaash ah ama kaalmo tarjumaad, fadlan la xiriir shaqaalaha
Magaalada.

Upon request, accommodation will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to participate in any City of
Fridley services, programs or activities. Hearing impaired persons who need an interpreter or other persons who
require auxiliary aids should contact CityClerk@FridleyMN.gov or (763) 572-3450.



mailto:CityClerk@FridleyMN.gov

Iltem 1.

AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: March 10, 2025 Meeting Type: City Council Conference Meeting

Submitted By: Scott Hickok, Director of Community Development
Stacy Stromberg, Planning Manager
Rachel Workin, Enivornmental Planner

Title

Support for Lawns to Legumes Program

Background

Staff will discuss proposed impacts to the Lawns to Legumes program. Lawns to Legumes is a State-led
program that seeks to address the ongoing population decline of pollinators by providing Minnesotans
technical and financial assistance to create new pollinator habitat. Funding for Lawns to Legumes is
provided by the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund and the State general fund. The program
is administered by the Board of Water and Soil Resources through two tracts: 1) A residential program
in which property owners can apply for grants of up to $400 for plants and planting supplies and 2) a
Pollinator Pathways grant in which local government units and non-profits can apply for larger pools of
funding to create concentrated pollinator corridors. Since 2020, 260 Fridley residents have applied and
145 have been awarded Lawns to Legumes funding. Additionally, the City has been a project partner on
two Pollinator Pathways grants completed by Anoka Conservation District which benefitted an additional
20 Fridley properties. Anoka Conservation District was recently awarded a third Pollinator Pathways grant
for $91,900 that the City has been promoting. Identified Fridley sites include Community Park, Oak Hill
Park, the Turkish American Society of Minnesota, and North Park School for Innovation.

While there is strong, ongoing interest in the program, the current Governor's budget does not include
continued support for the Lawns to Legumes program. Additionally, state legislation S.F. No. 1211 and
H.F. 451 was introduced which seeks to repeal existing funding. The Environmental Quality and Energy
Commission are considering recommending that the Council issue a resolution of support for the
program and against S.F. No. 1211 and H.F. 451 at their March 11 meeting.

Focus on Fridley Strategic Alignment
____Vibrant Neighborhoods & Places ____ Community Identity & Relationship Building
____ Financial Stability & Commercial Prosperity ~~ Public Safety & Environmental Stewardship
____ Organizational Excellence

Attachments and Other Resources
e None

Vision Statement

We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly and stable home for families and businesses.




AGENDA REPORT

Item 2.

Meeting Date: March 10, 2025 Meeting Type: City Council Conference Meeting
Submitted By: Wally Wysopal, City Manager

Title

Welcome Councilmember Cardona

Background

On March 4, 2025 the Fridley City Council appointed Luke Cardona to the Councilmember Ward 1

position. The Council will welcome him and discuss strategic priorities.

Vision Statement
We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly and stable home for families and businesses.
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