
  

Parks and Recreation Commission 
Meeting 

March 2, 2026 at 7 p.m. 
Fridley Civic Campus 7071 University Avenue NE  

     

 

 

Agenda    
Call to Order 

Roll Call  

Approval of Meeting Minutes  

 1. February 2, 2026 Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes 

Approval of Agenda 

Open Forum 
The Open Forum allows the public to address the Council on subjects that are not on the Regular Agenda. The 
Council may take action, reply, or give direction to staff. Please limit your comments to five minutes or less. 

New Business  

 2. Islands of Peace Park History and Background 

 3. Discussion on the Impact of Federal Immigration Enforcement on Fridley Parks 

Old Business  

Staff Reports 

 4. Fridley Parks and Recreation Staff Report 

FYSA Report 

Adjournment  

  
 

 
Accessibility Notice: 

• If you need free interpretation or translation assistance, please contact City staff.  
• Si necesita ayuda de interpretación o traducción gratis, comuníquese con el personal de la ciudad. 
• Yog tias koj xav tau kev pab txhais lus los sis txhais ntaub ntawv dawb, ces thov tiv tauj rau Lub Nroog 

cove neeg ua hauj lwm. 
• Haddii aad u baahan tahay tarjumaad bilaash ah ama kaalmo tarjumaad, fadlan la xiriir shaqaalaha 

     Magaalada. 
 
Upon request, accommodation will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to participate in any City of 
Fridley services, programs or activities. Hearing impaired persons who need an interpreter or other persons who 
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require auxiliary aids should contact CityClerk@FridleyMN.gov or (763) 572-3450. 
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AGENDA REPORT  
  
 

Meeting Date:   March 2, 2026 
Meeting Type: Parks and Recreation Commission  
Submitted By: Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director 
Title:  February 2, 2026 Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes 

 
 
Background 

 
Attached are the meeting minutes of the February 2, 2026 Parks and Recreation Commission.  
 
Recommendation 

 
Staff recommends approval of the February 2, 2026 Parks and Recreation Commission minutes. 
  
Attachments and Other Resources   

 
1. PK 02-02-2026 
 

Vision Statement 
We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly, and stable home for families and 

businesses.  
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  1  
  

Park Commission Meeting 
February 2, 2026 

7:00 PM 
 Fridley City Hall, 7071 University Avenue NE 

 
Minutes 

 
Call to Order 
Chair Borman called the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Present  
EB Graham 
Peter Borman 
Jodi Rehlander 
Don Whalen 
Riley Auna (Ex-Officio)  

 
Absent 
Ken Schultz 
Melissa Luna  
Tim Kirk 
 
Also Present 
Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director 
Brice Richter, Recreation Coordinator 
  
Approve Parks & Recreation Commission Minutes for January 5, 2026  
 
Motion by Commissioner Graham to approve the January 5, 2026, meeting minutes.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Whalen.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
Approve Parks & Recreation Commission Agenda for February 2, 2026  
 
Motion by Commissioner Rehlander to approve the February 2, 2026, meeting agenda.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Graham.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Open Forum 
 
No comments. 
 
New Business  
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Park Commission 2/2/2026  Minutes Page 2 
 

    
  

1. Pickleball Program Guidelines 
 
Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director, stated that staff is preparing for the opening of 
Commons Park, which includes a six-court pickleball complex. 
 
Brice Richter, Recreation Coordinator, introduced himself and provided a background of 
pickleball programming in Fridley.  He provided additional details on the proposed pickleball 
program types proposed for Commons Park, as well as structured open play and first-come, first-
served play.  He reviewed the information that would be available on the dedicated pickleball 
webpage.   
 
Commissioner Whalen commented on the high level of activity he noticed at the Edgewater 
Gardens pickleball court this last summer.  He asked if there had been any issues with noise 
related to pickleball.  Mr. Richter stated that he has not received any complaints from the existing 
courts, but noted that it is something they will monitor as this location will have six courts.   
 
Commissioner Rehlander asked if there would be a marketing plan for these courts.  Mr. Richter 
explained that they will utilize the existing email list for leagues, word of mouth, and the overall 
marketing plan for Commons Park. 
 
Chair Borman recognized that there is nothing planned for Sundays and asked if the space could 
be reserved.  Mr. Richter replied that the intent was to have one day open for first-come, first-
served play.  He noted that there are no plans at this time to allow reservations of the courts.   
 
2. Election of Vice Chair 
 
Chair Borman opened the nominations for Vice Chair. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Graham to elect Jodi Rehlander as Vice Chair of the Parks Commission.  
Seconded by Commissioner Whalen.   
 
Commissioner Rehlander accepted the nomination. 
 
The motion passed unanimously.  
 
3. Updated Park System Improvement Plan Implementation Schedule 
 
Mr. Maher provided background information on the Park System Improvement Plan (PSIP) 
implementation schedule, recognizing that costs have increased since the plan was developed 
and continue to increase each year.  He stated that staff are proposing increased implementation 
of the remainder of the plan in order to avoid higher costs in the years to follow.  He reviewed 
the construction and community engagement schedule.   
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Park Commission 2/2/2026  Minutes Page 3 
 

    
  

Chair Borman asked if there would be coordination between the Harris Lake Park project and the 
Mississippi road project.  Mr. Maher was unsure if the Mississippi construct influenced the 
phasing, but recognized that at times, there is coordination between construction projects.   
 
Mr. Maher provided updates on the progress for Commons Park, Flanery Park, and Summit 
Square Park.  He provided an overview of the parks and concepts proposed for 2027, which will 
go through the community engagement process in 2026.  He briefly noted the parks proposed 
for 2028, with community engagement in 2027.   
 
Chair Borman referenced Innsbruck, which he commented is not really a park, and asked if there 
are any ideas or concepts for that area.  Mr. Maher replied that the primary improvements would 
be to the parking areas and walking trails.  He stated that while there are no traditional amenities, 
it is still a well-used park.   
 
Commissioner Auna asked for information on the marketing that would be done for community 
engagement.  Mr. Maher provided information on that process, which includes online and in-
person opportunities to provide input.  He noted that once the accelerated plan is approved, they 
would also advertise the updated implementation plan through other City platforms such as 
social media and the City newsletter.  He asked the Commission to spread the word through the 
community as well.   
 
Commissioner Rehlander asked if there would be a backout plan for the accelerated 
implementation if something happens, using the example that they run out of money.  Mr. Maher 
provided additional information on the City budget process and noted that the plan would 
continue to be reviewed each year through the budgeting process. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Graham to approve the updated Park System Improvement Plan 
Implementation Schedule.  Seconded by Commissioner Whalen.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mr. Maher noted that on future agendas he would include a standing item for FYSA Report, but 
suggested that it take place here for tonight’s meeting. 
 
Ex-Officio Commissioner Auna provided updates for football, baseball, and soccer, noting 
upcoming registrations and information on the anticipated number of participants and 
percentages of Fridley residents.  He noted a recent concern related to ICE and whether they 
would be allowed within the parks, and how they could protect those in the parks for sports 
programs.  He provided information on a recent basketball clinic, which is the first of five clinics 
to be conducted.   
 
Commissioner Rehlander asked that an item be included on the next agenda to consider a policy 
recommendation for an amendment to the City’s current statement on immigration enforcement 
from 2017.  She stated that she has proposed a draft of proposed language for the Commission 
to consider.  She recognized the multi-million dollar investment the City is making in the parks 
and wants to ensure that community members can enjoy those amenities without fear.   
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Park Commission 2/2/2026  Minutes Page 4 
 

    
  

 
Old Business 
 
Staff Reports 

  
4. Fridley Parks and Recreation Staff Report  
 
Mr. Maher reviewed his written report, highlighting information on after-school classes and the 
invasive species removal project at Innsbruck.  He recognized the Fridley Lions, who will be raising 
funds for a new fishing pier at Moore Lake Park during their Winter Warmup event on February 
27th.  He noted the upcoming Winterfest, which will take place this Saturday at Springbrook 
Nature Center from noon to 3 p.m.  He highlighted other upcoming events and noted upcoming 
registration dates.    
 
Chair Borman encouraged residents to attend the Fridley Lions Winter Warmup on February 27th.  
He believed that this was the 18th year for the event and provided information on how to purchase 
tickets.   
 
Mr. Maher stated that in April, a contractor will come in to update the AV system in the Council 
Chambers, and therefore, they will look at alternative locations for that meeting.  The Commission 
suggested meeting at Moore Lake if the building is available.   
 

Adjournment  
 
Commissioner Rehlander made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Whalen.  The motion passed unanimously.  
  
Respectfully submitted,   
  
 
Mike Maher, Staff Liaison  
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AGENDA REPORT  
  
 

Meeting Date:   March 2, 2026 
Meeting Type: Parks and Recreation Commission  
Submitted By: Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director 
Title:  Islands of Peace Park History and Background 

 
 
Background 

 
Islands of Peace Park is currently operated by Anoka County Parks as a regional park. Park 
property is owned by the City of Fridley and a joint powers agreement has been in place since 
1981 to outline the details of this arrangement.  
 
Noting that the joint powers agreement has become outdated in several regards, preliminary 
discussions have been held between the two organizations to explore options including 
updating the agreement and/or a transfer of property.  
 
Additional details will come before the Commission in 2026 and a presentation from Anoka 
County Parks is being planned for a future meeting. To prepare the Commission for a thoughtful 
process to provide input, staff have compiled information on the agreement and park history.  
 
Islands of Peace Park was one of the first accessible nature-based parks in Minnesota and the 
effort to establish the park was spearheaded by Fridley resident Ed Wilmes, for whom a separate 
Fridley park is named. Additionally, one function of the park currently is that the park welcome 
center currently serves as the administrative office of the Minnesota Recreation and Parks 
Association (MRPA).  
 
With Islands of Peace Park having been designated as a regional park, Anoka County is eligible 
to receive funding for the park through legislation, grants, etc. where cities such as Fridley are 
not recognized as being eligible to operate Regional Park facilities and receive funding for their 
operation and/or improvement.   
 
Recommendation 

 
 
  
Attachments and Other Resources   

 
1. IOP-pocket-summer19-8.5x11_2019_Map 
2. Islands of Peace Joint Powers Agreement 
3. Is of Peace Park Master Plan.original 
4. Anoka-County-Riverfront-Regional-Park-Master-Plan-Amendment 
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Vision Statement 

We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly, and stable home for families and 
businesses.  
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REGIONAL PARK

JOINT POWERS AGREE? ENT

THIS AGREEMENT, entered into this _ lOth ;• , Q 
f.  . .  

February ,= 1981, by and between the County af

Anoka, a pol- ical subdivision of the _.State -cf, Minnesota, 

Courthouse Bui].ding; Anoka, Mirinesota, 55303, hereinafter _ 

known as " County"; and the City of Fridley, a municipal

corporation of the State of Minnesota, 6431 University Ave.- 

N. E., Fridley, Minnesota, 55432, hereinafter known as" City"; 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

4' HEREAS, the Minnesota Legislature has elegated- to the

County of Anoka the responsibility of implementing a regional

park facility tc, be known as the Mississigpi: River - Is ands

oi Peace Regional Park; and

WHEREAS, the ounty of Arioka has developed throu gh

study and evaluation a park development plan, known as the

Mississippi River - Islands of: Reace Regianal Park Master

Plan, attached hereto as Exhibit A and hereby by reference

made a part hereof; and

WHEREAS, th City currently owns and maintains an

island known as Chase' s Island, more particulariy described

in Exhibit B attached hereto, the locat?,on of which is shcwn

in a map attached hereto as Exhibit C; an 

G7HEREAS, the City currently owns and maintains a

recreational park known as the Hayes I ts, described in

Exhibit B attached hereto, the location of which is shown on

a map attached hereto as Exhibit C; and
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WHEREAS, the City currently leases and maintains a

recreational park known as Gil Hodges Island, which island

is- owned by the Minnesota Department of Natural- Resaurces, 

more particularly described in Exhibit l attached hereto the

location of which is shown or Exhibit E attach d hereto; and

WHEREAS; resid nts of the Coun y and- City use Hayes' = 
Lots, Chase` s Island and Gil Hodges Is],arid for-picnicking
and recreational outings; and

WHEREAS, these parks are included within the proposed

Mississippi River - Islands of Peace Regional Park, and

WHEREAS, the greatest number of users of Hayes Lots, 

Chase' s Island and Gil Hodges Island come from outside the

City and are residents of the County; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Mississippi River = Islands of

Peace Regional Park would increase the nu rber of park users; 

and _ _ _- - 

WHEREAS, certain substantial economic savings can be

realized by the residents of the County and the City through

a cooperative operating and maintenance agreement; 

NO a, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants

and agreements contained herein, and pur uant ta Section

471. 59 of the Minnesota Siatutes, the County and the Ci y do

hereby agree as follows: 

I_ 

PURPOSE

The parties hereto agree that they have joined together

for the purpose of promoting the efficient development, 
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operation and maintenance of Hayes Lots, Chase' s Island and

Gil Hodges Island to serve the recreatianal needs and

interests of park users, including the ? andicapped and

disabled: _ _ ,__ " _ - . _ _. 

II. : -: ,' 

INTEL IT. , : .._ - - 

It is he - inte.nt of his ac}reemer t - €o o t. ine t e  - _ 

responsibilities of the City and the County in the areas of

development, operations and maintenance of Hayes Lots, 

Chase' s Island, and Gil Hodges Island. 

III. 

RESPONSIBILITIES : : 

The County shall have the followirg responsibilities

for Hayes Lots, Chase' s Island and Gil Nodges_ Islana:- 

A. County Responsibilities: 

1. To provide routine maintenance on` a scheduled
basis by the County Parks Depart r,ent of the
grounds and buildings at a mir_imum according to
the standards ot tha County Parks D2 artment, as

provided for in the Master Plan attached as
Exhibit A. _ 

2. To provide routine maintenance of trails and
parking lots on a scheduled. asis by the County
Parks Department, at a minimum according to the
standards oi the County Parks Departmen.t, as

provided for in -the Master Plan attached as
Exhik it 1. 

3. To provide other maintenance services includina
but not limited to cutting grass, controlling

J

noxious weeds and grasses, pickzng up and remaving
litter, snow removal, wash- out repazrs, at a

minimum according to the standards of the Countv
Parks Department as provided for in the Master  
Plan attached as Exhibit A. 

4. To provide effective tree disease control program
in cooperation with City of Fridley tree inspecto. 

z

Page 13 of 95



5. To pay for utility costs and the cost o, installing
a security alarm system selected by the Connty
arks Director and the City Parks Director. 

6. To provide proper identification signs for the

park. The City must concur with use of any
proposed signs, and such concurrence shall be in

writing addressed to the Anoka County. Parks
Director. The City hereby concurs in tfie erection
of a sign similar to that shown in Exhibit ' 

attached hereto. 

7. To participate in certain improvements with the

City such as the planting of additional trees and
shrubs, landscaping, and such other improvements

as the parties may, from time to time, agree shall

be made . 

8. To schedule activities. Any special activity
scheduled in the park by the County which is not
in keeping with the normal day to day use of the
park should be concurred with by the City Council
before such activity is held. 

The City understands and agrees that the County
may, from time to time, use the services of third

parties to determine the content and conduct of

activities on the properties in question on behalf

of handicapped and disabled citizens. The City
agrees that the County may make the facilities on
the subject property available to such third
parties, including by lease of the subject property, 
with concurrence of the City. Such concurrence shall

be in writing addressed to the Anoka County Parks
Director. If the City fails to respond in writing
within 30 days after written notice by the County
under this section, it shall be conclusively pre- 
sumed that the City has concurred. 

The County acknowledges the City has certain
obligations pertaining to the use of the subject
property that have been incurred through the use
of state grants. The County agrees to operate the
subject property in accordance with state obligations
of which it has written notice sent to the County
Parks Director. 

9. To establish and to collect user fees, if any, in

accordance with the standards of the County Parks
Department and approved by the City Council to include
the County policy for handicapped ( all handicapped

will be admitted at no charge to any and all County
parks) . 

10. The City hereby grants to the County the right to
occupy and use the subject property according to the
terms and conditions of this Agreement. 

4- 
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The City shall have the following responsibilities = or

Hayes Lots, Chase' s Island and Gil Hodges Island: 

B. City Responsibilities: 

l. To provide City heavy Equip nent to assist Co jr

crews on special p.rojects if City has- equipnent
available. . __ _ -_ 

2. To provide necessary rights to A.noka County ior
location and- instal-l.t:ior af Miss'i-ssippi Ri ar -  
Tsla ds of Peace tegional Park, as provided i.. 

Exhibit A at ached hereto. 

3. To provide upkeep and maintenance of all C? zy
streets that provide - a.ccess to parkways- an 

parking lots. 

IV. 

EMPLOYEES- 

AlI persons hired by the County, whether to rovi e

maintenance or other services in eonnection with the e erczse

of the authority confe-rred upon the County by the City shall. 

be under the exclusive control and supervision of tI^.e C un y. 

No such persons shall be deemed to be emplayees of the City. 

The County shall have the exclusive right to deter_-ine

the number of employees which shall be necessary to earrv

out the responsibilities assumed by the County, and to

select those persons the County deems most quali€ ied o

perform the necessary services. 

V. 

C IPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

Any development plans made by the County to imprc=, t e

par1: facilities other than the normal r: aintenance activ ties

shall be approved in writing by the City Council. Any

capital improvements provided for in the Master Plan on zi. e

with the Metropolitan Council are hereby deemed ap ro•r'. 
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f. ' _ 

and no further app_roval by the City is necessary._ The City

and County wi11 me t periodically to discuss and review the

i wark and development plan. 

V I . _ _ -: - 

i . APPROVALS - . -> 

G herev x- 
x

n . h s Ac n n ncurr€ c_ - cr - approv- b _  

one party is required before action is taken by the other

party, the failure to respond to a written p,- oposal within

thirty ( 30) days shall be considered concurrence and approval. 

VII. 

INSURAI ICE

Both . pa-- ies shall mairrtain : th ir o«n lia i'litv = i*: rance

for property. damage and personal injury resulting from he

use o the p_ark_ facilities. The m,inimt:ra Ii:mits af liab_lity

for such insuran:: z srail b2 ; those limi s a- . h_ a=r-` es .: far_ 

their general liability policy at the tim. tnis qreement is

executed. - _. . 

VIII. 

POLICE AND FIRE PROTECTION

The City shall provide normal police ar.d fire protection

consistent with the level of normal service prov. ded ta the

general public in the City. 

The County agr.ees to furr.ish special park patro 

personne for the safety and well beinq of the park uaer s. 

and protection of the facilities in acco dance with he

standards of the County Parks Department. 
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IX. 

ORDINAI ICE " 

The property described herein, kno dn as Hayes Lots, 

Chase' s Island and Gil Hodges Island, shall be governed b T _ 

Anoka County Ordinance No. 70- 2,_ as an ende.d by Ordinance T o.  

80- 6, an Ordinance Regulating Go,unty Parks, a copy of which

is attached hereto as EXhibit G and hereby made a part  

hereof by reference. 

X. 

DEFAULT . 

If either party fails to perform any of its responsib Ii ies

as outlined herein, within 48 hours after written notifica i n - 

by the other party hereto, the other party may perform he  

task and charge the defaulting party the reasonable value of

sucn services. . 

X I . , 

TERMINATION

This agreemen t rriay be terminated b e.ither party at r_y  

time, with or without cause, upon 365 days written not? ce

delivered in person, or by mail, to the other party. For

purposes of delivering such notice, the addresses of the

parties are set forth abave in this oint Powers Agreeme: t. 

Upon termination of this Agreement by the City, the

City shall maintain the Hayes Lots, Chase' s Island nd Gil

Hodges Tsland for such period of time as the Niississippi

River - Tslands of Peace Regional Park is in use by the

general public. 

7- 
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4 

XII. 

SEVERABILITY

The provisions of this Agreement are severable. If any

paragraph, section, subdivision, sentence, clause:, or - 

phrase of this Agreement is for any reason held to be contrary

to law, or contrary to any rule or r°gulation having, the

force and effect af . aw, such decision sha1T notYaffect the - - 

remaining portions of this Agreement.^ 

XIII.  

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Agreement shall become effective upon the_ signature

of aIl duly authorized parties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed

this Agreement. - 

Dated: February 10, 1981

ATTES . 
C

By: / 
An ounty A minis ra or

Dated: February 1Q, 1981

8- 

CITY OF FRIDLEY

By : l, i "   

Dated: February , 1981

ATTEST: 

By : 
c . 

Dated: Februarv 10, 1981
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Business Item No. 2014-xxx 
 

Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission 
Meeting date: April 7, 2014 

For the Community Development Commission meeting of April 21, 2014 

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of May 14, 2014 

Subject: Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park Master Plan Amendment, Anoka County 

District(s), Member(s): MPOSC District A, Rick Theisen 

Policy/Legal Reference: MN Statute 473.313 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Jan Youngquist, AICP, Planning Analyst (651-602-1029) 

Division/Department: Community Development, Regional Parks and Natural Resources 

 
Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1.  Approve the Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park Master Plan Amendment. 
  

2. Require that prior to initiating development at Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park, 
preliminary development plans should be sent to Scott Dentz, Interceptor Engineering Manager 
(651-602-4503) at Metropolitan Council Environmental Services for review in order to assess 
the potential impacts to the regional interceptor system.  
 

3. Require that once executed, Anoka County should submit to the Metropolitan Council a copy of 
the Joint Powers Agreement or any subsequent amendments between the County and the City 
of Fridley that incorporates City-owned land into the regional park boundary and allows the 
County to operate and maintain the property as regional parkland. 
 

Background 
Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park is an existing 140-acre park located along the Mississippi River 
in Fridley and consists of two park areas that are connected by the Mississippi River Regional Trail.  
The original master plan for the regional park was approved in 1980 and this master plan amendment 
updates and expands on that plan.  The regional park boundary is proposed to be expanded by 
approximately 5 acres. A 3.5 acre parcel is owned by the City of Fridley and a 1.5 acre parcel is 
currently privately owned, but the City is proposing to obtain the land through park dedication when the 
general area is redeveloped. Both parcels would remain under City ownership; a Joint Power 
Agreement between Fridley and Anoka County would allow the County to operate and maintain the 
property as regional parkland.  Proposed development described in the master plan includes new picnic 
pavilions, a disc golf course, a canoe launch, and a playground, as well as parking lot and trail 
reconstruction. 

 

Rationale 
The Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park Master Plan Amendment is consistent with the 
requirements of the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan and other Council policies.  

Page - 1 
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Funding 
The estimated cost to implement the master plan is $5,300,000 for development.  There are no 
acquisition costs associated with the master plan.  

Approval of this master plan makes the acquisition and development costs eligible for regional parks 
funding, but does not commit the Council to any funding at this time.  Future funding based on this 
master plan may be awarded through the Regional Parks Capital Improvement Program (CIP).  Council 
action is required to approve the CIP and to approve specific grants to Anoka County.  

 

Known Support / Opposition 
The Anoka County Board passed a resolution approving the Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park 
Master Plan Amendment on January 14, 2014.  The master plan also includes a resolution of support 
from the City of Fridley.  There is no known opposition to the master plan. 
 

Analysis 
The 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan requires that regional park master plans address the eleven items 
listed below.   
 
1. Boundaries and Acquisition Costs:  Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park is located along the 
Mississippi River in Fridley.  The regional park has 140 acres of parkland in two areas that are 
connected by the Mississippi River Regional Trail.  The location of the park is shown in Figure 1.  

Figure 1:  Location of Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park  
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The area north of Interstate 694 (I-694), known as Islands of Peace, consists of 66 acres, including 
three islands:  Chases Island, Durnam Island and Gil Hodges Island.  Approximately 10 of the 66 acres 
are owned by the City of Fridley, but are operated and maintained by Anoka County as regional 
parkland through a Joint Powers Agreement. 

 
The area south of I-694 is known as Riverfront and consists of 74 acres, including over a mile of river 
shoreline. A small portion of the park includes public right-of-way for I-694.  Anoka County has a 
Limited Use Permit with the Minnesota Department of Transportation to use the area for park and open 
space purposes.  Currently, the area includes a boat launch, parking lot and small picnic area.  The 
Limited Use Permit states that no permanent structures can be placed in the right-of-way. 
 
The current boundaries of Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park are shown in Figure 2. 
 
Figure 2:  Current Boundaries of Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park  
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The master plan proposes to expand the boundaries of Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park by 
adding two parcels totaling approximately 5 acres in the Islands of Peace area.  Parcel 1 includes 
3.5 acres which are owned by the City of Fridley.  Parcel 1 is proposed to be added to the regional 
park boundary through a revised Joint Powers Agreement, in which the City would retain ownership 
and the County would operate and maintain it as regional parkland.   
 
Parcel 2 is currently privately owned.  The City of Fridley is proposing to acquire approximately 1.5 
acres through park dedication when the area is redeveloped as part of the Transit Oriented 
Development plan for the Northstar Commuter Rail Station.  Once this parcel is under City 
ownership, the Joint Powers Agreement will be amended. The proposed boundary expansion areas 
are shown in Figure 3. 
 
Anoka County does not intend to purchase Parcels 1 or 2.  The land would be incorporated into the 
regional parks system through a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Fridley.  Therefore, there 
are no acquisition costs associated with the boundary expansion. 
 

Figure 3:  Proposed Boundary Expansion of Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park  
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2. Demand Forecast:  Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park had an estimated 245,500 visits in 
2012.  As population grows, the need for additional recreational opportunities and amenities grows 
as well.  Anoka County’s population is projected to grow to 437,550 by 2030, which is an 18 percent 
increase from 2010.  The City of Fridley has a Transit Oriented Development plan for the general 
area near the regional park, and number of large parcels in the area are being redeveloped. These 
developments are projected to add an estimated 3,500 jobs and 575 housing units, which will likely 
increase usage of the regional park.   

 
The Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) is promoting people living longer, healthier 
lives through the reduction in obesity and increased physical activity.  Anoka County has received 
SHIP grants to increase access to regional parks and trails and increase heath and outdoor 
recreation awareness.  The County also conducted the 2013 Anoka County Adult Health Survey.  
Findings from the survey will be used to identify priorities to support health and create awareness of 
the ways that communities, organizations and employers can support healthy adult lifestyles.  
Outdoor recreation and regional parks can play an important role in healthy lifestyles. 

 
 

3. Development Concept:  Most of the existing recreational amenities in Anoka County 
Riverfront Regional Park are located at the Riverfront portion of the park and include paved trails, 
picnic facilities, a playground, boat launch and observation deck.  The Reidel Farm Estate is also 
located at Riverfront.  The house was built in the 1880s and served as the home of Albin E. Reidel 
until it was sold to Northern Pump Company.  Anoka County purchased the building in 1987 and 
now operates it as a special event facility.  The Reidel Farm Estate is available to rent for meetings, 
weddings, receptions and other gatherings. The building is not open unless there is a reservation.  
Other structures at Riverfront include a gazebo, two picnic pavilions and two restroom buildings. 
 
The Islands of Peace portion of the regional park includes trails on Chases Island that are 
accessible by a pedestrian bridge.  Structures at Islands of Peace include the Islands of Peace 
Visitor Center, which is home to the Minnesota Recreation and Parks Association, and a small 
maintenance garage.  Existing development within the regional park is shown in Figure 4. 
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Figure 4:  Existing Development at Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park  

 
 
Development proposed in the master plan amendment includes adding new facilities and amenities 
to the park as well as rehabilitating existing facilities and adding trail connections from East River 
Road. 
 
Riverfront Development: At the southern portion of Riverfront, the roadway and parking lots will be 
reconfigured to accommodate a new 12-hole disc golf course, a 100 person capacity picnic pavilion 
and a new restroom building.  The existing trails, picnic facilities and playground will remain, but will 
be rehabilitated as needed.  The concept plan for the south portion of Riverfront is shown in Figure 
5. 
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Figure 5:  Concept Plan for the South Portion of  Riverfront  

 
 
The central portion of Riverfront will include a new maintenance facility, a larger gazebo shelter, a 
new outdoor plaza, and an observation deck at the river’s edge.  The existing retaining wall will be 
reconstructed and lighting and utilities will be upgraded.  The park entrance will also be modified to 
realign the entrance road, add trail connections, a new entrance sign and a gatehouse.  The 
concept plan for the central portion of Riverfront is shown in Figure 6.  
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Figure 6:  Concept Plan for the Central Portion of  Riverfront  

 
 
Development at the northern portion of Riverfront includes rehabilitation of existing facilities, 
including the picnic pavilion and restroom.  The existing boat launch and parking lot will be 
reconstructed, and a small fishing deck and picnic area are proposed.  The concept plan for the 
northern portion of Riverfront is shown in Figure 7.  
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Figure 7:  Concept Plan for the North Portion of  Riverfront  

 
 
Islands of Peace Development:  Development at Islands of Peace will include reconstructing and 
reconfiguring the parking lot, entrance drive and trails.  The pedestrian bridge leading to Chases 
Island will need to be repaired or replaced in the future.  The master plan identifies a new picnic 
pavilion, restroom building and playground, as well as a more formal canoe access on Chases 
Island.  The future park expansion areas will allow for additional trail development.  There is no 
development proposed for Durnam or Gil Hodges Islands. The concept plan for Islands of Peace is 
shown in Figure 8.  
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Figure 8:  Concept Plan for Islands of Peace  

 
 
The estimated development costs to implement the master plan are $5,300,000 and are detailed in 
Figure 9. 
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Figure 9:  Estimated Development Costs of Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park 

Description Estimated Cost 

Design Fees $250,000 
Site Analysis Work $100,000 
Rehab Existing Buildings $250,000 
New Pavilion/Restroom (Riverfront) $350,000 
Maintenance Facility (Riverfront) $600,000 
Reconstruct Boat Launch (Riverfront) $50,000 
Fishing/Observation Decks (Riverfront) $60,000 
Reconstruct Retaining Wall/Gazebo/Plaza (Riverfront) $150,000 
Disc Golf Course (Riverfront) $75,000 
New Pavilion/Concessionaire Building (Islands of Peace) $400,000 
Construct Canoe Launch (Islands of Peace) $20,000 
Construct Playground (Islands of Peace) $80,000 
Reconstruct Plaza (Islands of Peace) $35,000 
Bridge Reconstruction (Islands of Peace) $300,000 
Roads/Parking Lots/Trails $1,800,000 
Entrance Sign $30,000 
Landscaping/Natural Resource Restoration $75,000 
Lighting/Utilities $125,000 
Site Furnishings/Signage $50,000 
Fees and Contingencies $500,000 

TOTAL $5,300,000 
 
 
4. Conflicts:  Anoka County will work to keep conflicts to a minimum through proper planning and 
community involvement in development of the regional park. The Riverfront portion of the regional 
park is mostly surrounded by industrial and commercial land uses, while the Islands of Peace 
portion of the park is surrounded by residential and institutional land uses.  Potential conflicts may 
be related to safety and security around the park.  The County provides park ranger patrols and 
works with the City of Fridley Police and the Anoka County Sheriff’s Department to ensure that the 
park is safe and secure.   
 
Potential conflicts between pedestrian and vehicular traffic will be kept to a minimum by reducing 
the number of trail and road crossings within the park and by working with the Anoka County 
Highway Department and City of Fridley to ensure safe crossings at road intersections.  These 
crossings may include signage, striping and signalized pedestrian crossings.  Signage within the 
regional park will alert visitors to these crossings and will provide wayfinding and interpretive 
information.  
 
5. Public Services:  There are a variety of existing public services, such as roadways, trails, 
restroom facilities, picnicking facilities, and parking already available to users at both the Riverfront 
and Islands of Peace areas of the regional park. While many of the existing public services are 
proposed to be reconstructed with this master plan amendment, no new public services are 
required or proposed to be installed. 
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6. Operations:  The use of Anoka County’s parks and trails is regulated through Anoka County 
Park Ordinance #2012-01 and is enforced by local police departments and the Anoka County 
Sheriff.  County Park Rangers educate park visitors about park ordinances and also provide park 
information.    

 
Anoka County will provide the on-going daily and general routine maintenance of the park, including 
mowing, sweeping, plowing, clearing, debris removal. Solid waste will be collected from trash and 
recycling receptacles. Anoka County will inspect the park and trails regularly and will provide any 
capital improvements.  Park signs will be provided and maintained by the County. 

 

Annual operations and maintenance costs for Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park are estimated 
to be approximately $40,000.  Annual operations and maintenance costs are funded through Anoka 
County’s budget, which receives its funding from picnic shelter rentals, room rentals, programs, 
park entrance fees and the County’s general fund.  Supplemental funding is received from the State 
of Minnesota as part of the Operations and Maintenance Fund allocation administered by the 
Metropolitan Council.   
 
The County takes into account energy efficiency and sustainable design when redeveloping its 
parks and trails.  For example, the County uses remote building automation systems that have 
saved the department $5,000 to $10,000 per year compared to traditional energy monitoring 
systems.  The County has a refuse and recycling policy that requires the recycling of paper and 
plastics and typically uses recycled materials in its buildings, where possible.  

 
7. Citizen Participation:  Anoka County worked with local governmental and regulatory agencies 
in the master planning process.  The National Parks Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Rice Creek Watershed District and the City of Fridley 
were invited to share comments on the draft master plan.  Anoka County held an open house on 
October 24, 2013 to gather feedback from the public. The comments that were received primarily 
focused on the lack of pedestrian access between the south portion of the regional park and East 
River Road as well as vegetation management within the park.  These comments were addressed 
in the master plan.  
 
The Anoka County Board of Commissioners unanimously approved the Anoka County Riverfront 
Regional Park Master Plan Amendment on January 14, 2014.  Additionally, the City of Fridley 
passed a resolution of support for the master plan amendment on March 10, 2014.   
 
 
8. Public Awareness:  Anoka County Parks and Recreation provides public information and 
education about its facilities though maps, websites, social media, publications and brochures.  

 
 
9. Accessibility:  The facilities and amenities within the regional park will be developed in 
accordance with ADA standards and guidelines. Anoka County strives to provide equal access to its 
parks and trails. There is not a fee for entrance to the regional park, which eliminates economic 
barriers for park users. The Islands of Peace portion of the park  is located along a Metro Transit 
bus route and is less than .5 mile from a Northstar Commuter Rail station.  Additionally, Anoka 
County’s “Traveler” program provides transportation services for a minimal fee to County citizens 
who are in need.  
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10. Natural Resources:  The land cover at the Riverfront portion of the park consists of a mix of 
impervious surface, perennial grasses, non-native deciduous forest and maintained grasses. The 
upland area is relatively flat and does not include any wetlands as identified by the National 
Wetlands Inventory.  At the river bluff, there are slopes averaging 30 percent down to the river, 
which makes the area susceptible to erosion.  

Due to past ordnance and munitions manufacturing in the area, there is some environmental 
contamination at the south end of the park.  The US Navy monitors the condition of this area on a 
regular basis. The Navy has installed a number of groundwater monitoring wells that range in depth 
from 20-150 feet, which are used to check water levels and take water samples to determine the 
amount of volatile organic compound contamination in the area.  Soil borings are also taken 
periodically to determine the level of soil contamination.  The Navy has also used injection wells to 
help determine the microbial biomass present.  Since the contamination is located deep within the 
soil structure, the US Department of the Navy has stated that there is little to no health risk to the 
general public.  The area of environmental conditions is shown in Figure 10. 

 

Figure 10  Known Environmental Conditions at Anoka County Riverfront Regional Park 

   
 

The Islands of Peace portion of the regional park consists of mostly floodplain forest with some 
silver maple subtype on the islands and the upland areas include impervious surface with some 
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perennial grasses and sparse trees.  The topography in this area is also steep between the upland 
and the river.  There are no known environmental contamination conditions at Islands of Peace.   

 

The master plan indicates that in order to manage the natural resources and maintain natural 
connection to the river, Anoka County will provide for: 

• The protection, restoration and enhancement of native plant and animal habitats throughout 
the park 

• Protection and improvement of water and soil resources 
• Increase public awareness regarding the natural resources of the area 
• Sustainable practices related to park development, operations and maintenance 

 

General natural resources management strategies include identifying and assessing remnant plant 
and animal communities, monitoring rare species, controlling invasive species, restoring native 
plant and animal habitat, controlling detrimental insects and disease, wildlife management, 
enhancing water quality, erosion control and cooperative land stewardship.   
 

Protection of surface water resources is a top priority.  The County will work closely with the City of 
Fridley, the local watershed district, the National Park Service’s Mississippi National River and 
Recreation Area, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, and the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency to ensure that standards and requirements for resource protection are met.  

 

Priority natural resource projects include: 

• Removal of invasive species throughout the park 
• Continued planting of trees and shrubs along East River Road  and open turf areas to 

diversify the tree species 
• Planting of native trees on Chases Island to replace trees lost due to diseases or storm 

damage 
• Restoration of native prairie in the disc golf area at the Riverfront portion of the park 
• Removal of Siberian Elms throughout the park 

 

11. Stewardship:  Anoka County will continue to manage the land and act as stewards to the 
regional park.  Since the regional park is located along the Mississippi River and is part of the 
Mississippi National River and Recreation Area, natural resources play an important role in the 
overall health of the park.  The County has conducted invasive species removal projects within the 
riparian area and has planted additional native trees and shrubs throughout the park.  Anoka 
County also proposes to add a variety of tree and shrub species as part of the development 
concept for the regional park. 
 

Review by Other Council Divisions 
 

Environmental Services – Sewers (Roger Janzig 651-602-1119) – Metropolitan Council Interceptor 
4-NS-521 runs adjacent to this regional park parallel to East River Road. The interceptor was built 
in 1965 and is a 96 inch reinforced concrete pipe at a depth of approximately 3 feet. To assess the 
potential impacts to our interceptor system, prior to initiating any development, preliminary plans 
should be sent to Scott Dentz, Interceptor Engineering Manager (651-602-4503) at the Metropolitan 
Council Environmental Services for review and comment. 
 

Page - 14  |  METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 
 

Page 84 of 95



Community Development – Environment and Surface Water Management (Jim Larsen 651-602-
1159)  – No comments. 
 

Transportation Planning (Russ Owen 651-602-1724) – No comments. 
 

Metro Transit (Steve Mahowald 612-349-7775) – No comments. 

 
Conclusions 
 

1. The Anoka County Regional Park Master Plan Amendment is consistent with the requirements 
of the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan and other Council policies.  

 

2. The estimated cost to implement the master plan is $5,300,000 for development.  The master 
plan proposes to add two parcels, totaling approximately 5 acres, to the regional park boundary.  A 
3.5 acre parcel is owned by the City of Fridley and a 1.5 acre parcel is currently privately owned, 
but the City is proposing to obtain the land through park dedication when the area is redeveloped.  
Both parcels would remain under City ownership; a Joint Power Agreement between Fridley and 
Anoka County would allow the County to operate and maintain the property as regional parkland.  
Therefore, there are no acquisition costs associated with the master plan. 

 
3. A Metropolitan Council regional interceptor runs adjacent to the regional park, parallel to East 
River Road from the main park entrance at 51st Way NE to the southern boundary of the park. The 
interceptor as built in 1965 and is a 96 inch reinforced concrete pipe at a depth of approximately 3 
feet.  The master plan calls for modifications at the main entrance of the park, including realignment 
of the entrance road, new trail connections, a new entrance sign and a gatehouse as well as a new 
trail connection to a bus stop further south in the park.  In order to maintain the integrity of the 
regional interceptor system, prior to initiating any construction, preliminary development plans for 
these facilities within the regional park should be submitted to Metropolitan Council Environmental 
Services for review and comment.  
 
4. Approval of this master plan does not commit the Council to any funding at this time.  Future 
development funding based on this master plan may be issued through the Regional Parks Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) and Land Acquisition Opportunity Fund.  Council action is required to 
approve the CIP and to approve specific grants to Anoka County. 
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AGENDA REPORT  
  
 

Meeting Date:   March 2, 2026 
Meeting Type: Parks and Recreation Commission  
Submitted By: Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director 
Title:  Discussion on the Impact of Federal Immigration Enforcement on Fridley 

Parks 
 

 
Background 

 
At the February 2, 2026 meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission, Commissioner Jodi   
Rehlander requested that an agenda item be added to the March 2, 2026 meeting to allow the 
group to discuss the impacts of federal immigration enforcement efforts to Fridley’s parks. 
 
Commissioner Rehlander provided staff with a list of potential discussion items to guide the 
conversation including but not limited to: 
 

• “Education and training for Parks & Recreation staff and the public, including permanent, 
temporary and seasonal workers, on allowed constitutional observer activities in public 
spaces; 

• Creating or updating protocol for reporting emergency situations, including civil 
immigration enforcement activity, with clear actions that can and cannot be taken by 
program staff; 

• Language in all Parks & Recreation mailers that reinforces the city's February 5 website 
update: "Reassurance to the Fridley Community: Every member of our community will 
receive fair and impartial service, regardless of immigration status. If you need help, call 
9-1-1."; 

• Permanent signage in the city's public spaces clearly stating how to engage Fridley 
Public Safety and encouraging the reporting of all suspected illegal activities. 

• The above list is not exhaustive and all perspectives and ideas are welcome. We hope 
that by having this discussion and others we can keep the lines of communication open 
and build collaborative solutions that keep our public spaces welcoming, safe and ready 
for all the fun they can hold.”  

  
 
Recommendation 

 
 
  
Attachments and Other Resources   

 
1. what-you-need-to-know-immigration-enforcement-english 
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Vision Statement 

We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly, and stable home for families and 
businesses.  

 
 

Page 87 of 95



What You Need to Know
Immigration Enforcement in the City of Fridley

Don’t hesitate to call 9-1-1 if you need help

•	 The Fridley Police Department does not have the authority to engage in immigration enforcement. 

Reassurance to Our Community

Fridley Police in Our Community

•	 The Fridley Police Department cannot interfere with federal authorities who are conducting  
immigration enforcement in our community.

Every member of our community will receive fair and impartial service, regardless of immigration status.

Fridley Police Will Not Fridley Police Will

•	 Ask about a person’s immigration status. 

•	 Conduct investigative stops or take action 
against an individual based solely on race, 
ethnicity or national origin. 

•	 Share records with federal authorities  
(other than data requests governed by the 
State law).

•	 Be easily identifiable by their badges, badge 
numbers, patches and/or vest placards. 

•	 Respond if you have concerns about the  
legitimacy of any law enforcement officers. 

•	 Operate in a professional and constitutional 
manner, without exception.

The Fridley Police Department Does Not Enforce Immigration

•	 Fridley Police Officers generally perform patrol operations in fully marked police vehicles  
(unmarked vehicles have Minnesota license plates and are compliant with State law).

Members of the Fridley Police Department, including police 
officers, school resource officers and community service officers 
will be in uniform and/or have clear Fridley Police markings on 
their squad car, vest or jacket. 

From left to right: Fridley Police 
patch and badge

•	 If a suspicious vehicle is attempting to conduct a traffic stop or box in  
an individual, that individual has the right to call 9-1-1 to verify the  
legitimacy of that vehicle. 

See the back side of this information sheet for specific  
examples of Fridley Police uniforms and squad cars. 
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Fridley Police will be easily identifiable by their badges, badge numbers, patches and/or vest placards.
 

Fridley Police Officers generally perform patrol operations in fully marked police vehicles. Unmarked 
vehicles have Minnesota license plates and are compliant with State law.

Police Officer Community Service Officer, Reserve 
Officer and Police Explorer

Fridley Squad Car (side)Fridley Squad Car School Resource Officer 
(plain clothing with Fridley vest)

Police Officer (back of vest)

If a suspicious vehicle is attempting to conduct a traffic stop or box in an individual, 
that individual has the right to call 9-1-1 to verify the legitimacy of that vehicle. 

What You Need to Know
Immigration Enforcement in the City of Fridley
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AGENDA REPORT  
  
 

Meeting Date:   March 2, 2026 
Meeting Type: Parks and Recreation Commission  
Submitted By: Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director 
Title:  Fridley Parks and Recreation Staff Report 

 
 
Background 

 
Attached is the update from the Fridley Parks and Recreation Staff for March 2, 2026 Parks and 
Recreation Commission meeting.  
 
Recommendation 

 
 
  
Attachments and Other Resources   

 
1. Staff Report.Feb_Final 2026 
 

Vision Statement 
We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly, and stable home for families and 

businesses.  
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STAFF REPORT  
 
Recreation Division: February 2026 
 
Winter Programs  
Below is a list of programs and participation numbers for those 
that took place in February.  
 
Ages 15+  
 Immersive Soundbath: Feb 10  14 
 

Preschool: Ages 3-5  
 Games Galore (6 sessions): Feb-Mar  16 
 

Elementary – Middle School: Grades K-6  
 Games Galore (6 sessions): Feb-Mar 9 
 Tae Kwon Do (6 sessions): Feb-Mar 20 
 Slimy, Gooey, Sticky (6 sessions): Feb-Mar 15 
  

Adult Fitness and Athletics    
 Zumba (6 sessions): Feb-Mar 10 
 Pickleball Skills & Drills: Feb 
 F=6, SLP=6 12 

 Pickleball Ladder League All Ages: Jan-Mar 
 F=25, SLP=20 45 

 Pickleball Ladder League Ages 20-40: Jan-Mar 
 F=13, SLP=5   18 

 Volleyball Coed Rec: Jan-Mar* 10 teams 
 Volleyball Coed Comp: Jan-Mar* 10 teams 
 Volleyball Women’s Comp: Jan-Mar* 10 teams 
 Bag Toss League Co-ed Jan-Mar* 10 pairs 
 Men’s Basketball Leagues (2 Rec Leagues): Dec - Mar 17 teams 
*North Metro Leagues are offered in cooperation with Mounds View, New Brighton, and 
Spring Lake Park. 
 
Parks and Recreation Activity Guide  
The March/April edition of the Activity Guide was mailed to 
residents beginning on February 23. 
 
February Facility Rentals   
 Facility  Reservations 
 Moore Lake Community Building 13 
 Hayes Pickleball Courts  18 hours  
 

Page 91 of 95



After-School Programs 
Our current session of after school classes began during the week of February 17 and will run 
through mid-March. We have great enrollment in all our programs: Games Galore, Tae Kwon Do, 
and Slimy, Gooey, Sticky. Participants have been enjoying the many activities offered.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Recreation Internship 
We are currently scoring applications for our summer internship. Interviews will take place in 
March. The position will begin at the end of May and end in August. 
 
Commons Park Pickleball Courts 
Staff are currently working on finalizing the formats and rules for the Commons Park Pickleball 
signage. Information on the sign will include structured open play rules, open play courts hours, 
and a QR code link to pickleball program schedule. A NEXTuP Paddle Saddle will be ordered 
soon so it will be installed in time for the courts to open in June.  
 
Winterfest 
 
The community joined us at Springbrook for a fun celebration of winter on Saturday, February 8 
from 12 – 3 p.m. We estimate that 350 people came through to enjoy the many activities 
including: fat tire biking, campfires, photo booth, storytime, arts & crafts, games, scavenger 
hunts, winter gear grab, and the medallion hunt. New this year, we celebrated the Olympics with 
an exciting opening ceremony, fun challenges and children used a passport to collect medals 
throughout the events. 
 
This event would not be possible without our many volunteers and partners. A huge thank you 
to the Fridley Lions for their financial sponsorship and for volunteering the day of the event. 
Also, Metropolitan Pediatric Dental Associates made a donation to the event and also passed 
out toothbrushes to participants. The following groups joined us to provide activities and 
information about their organizations: Anoka County Library Mississippi Branch, Minneapolis 
Titans Youth Hockey, Fridley Boy Scouts, Creative Flow Art Center, Coon Creek Watershed 
District, Fridley Public Safety Department (Fire and Police), Fridley Public Works, and Fridley Girl 
Scouts. 
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Upcoming Events and Programs   

• March 4: Summer ROCKS Registration Opens 
• March 7: Seed Swap at Moore Lake Community Building 
• Family Open Gym and Pickleball Court Rentals end on March 28 
• March 27: Spring Fling Dance 
• April 1: April Fool’s Scavenger Hunt 
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Springbrook Nature Center  
  
February Education Programs  
  
Program Participants:  228 
Hours of Instruction:  306 
 
February Rentals & Birthday Parties 
 

February Birthday Parties 2 

February Indoor Room Rentals 5 

 
Grants 
• A grant was submitted to the Xcel Energy Foundation on a project to install benches made 

from recycled wind turbines in the park.  In addition, staff plans to include a local artist-led 
mural with an interpretive focus. Additional funding partners for this project are being 
contacted as the grant will not cover all expenses.   

 
Park & Building Maintenance                                                                                                        

• The Trail Resurfacing project is completed - for now.  There will be spring touch-ups 
once the snow has left.  We’re excited for increased accessibility and reduced 
maintenance.   

• The 85th Avenue boardwalk trail remains under evaluation. An engineering firm 
completed and evaluation of the existing structure and provided estimates for 
rehabilitation. Staff are looking at value engineering options as the estimates exceed the 
amount budgeted for the project.   

 
Upcoming Events 

Lantern Light Hikes  
(6:30-8:30 pm, $5 per person)  
March 6 
Bundle up and get ready to hike at 
Springbrook using the light of glowing 
lanterns to guide your way. Listen for owls 
hooting, keep your eyes peeled for elusive 
nocturnal animals, and warm up by the fire 
along the way.  Volunteers are needed for this event:  Fire Tender, Lantern placement and 
pickup. 
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Summer Camp Registration is Now Open! 
Registration began February 25 at 8 am.   
Find more information on our website. See table for information on dates, themes, and 
descriptions of this year’s camps! 
 
Springbrook Spree 
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