
 
 

Public Arts Commission Meeting 

May 6, 2026 at 6 p.m. 
Fridley Civic Campus 7071 University Avenue NE  

     

 

 

Agenda    
Call to Order 

Roll Call  

Approval of Meeting Minutes  

 1. Approval of the April 1, 2026 Minutes of the Public Arts Commission 

New Business  

 2. Utility Box Art Wrap Submission Evaluation 

Old Business  

Other Items 

Adjournment  

  
 

 
Accessibility Notice: 

• If you need free interpretation or translation assistance, please contact City staff.  
• Si necesita ayuda de interpretación o traducción gratis, comuníquese con el personal de la ciudad. 
• Yog tias koj xav tau kev pab txhais lus los sis txhais ntaub ntawv dawb, ces thov tiv tauj rau Lub Nroog 

cove neeg ua hauj lwm. 
• Haddii aad u baahan tahay tarjumaad bilaash ah ama kaalmo tarjumaad, fadlan la xiriir shaqaalaha 

     Magaalada. 
 
Upon request, accommodation will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to participate in any City of 
Fridley services, programs or activities. Hearing impaired persons who need an interpreter or other persons who 
require auxiliary aids should contact CityClerk@FridleyMN.gov or (763) 572-3450. 
 

Page 1 of 158



AGENDA REPORT  
 
 
 

Meeting Date:   May 6, 2026 
Meeting Type: Public Arts Commission  
Submitted By: Jesslyn Quiram, Engineering Technician 

Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director 
Title:  Approval of the April 1, 2026 Minutes of the Public Arts Commission 

 
 
Background 

 
Minutes of the April 1, 2026 meeting of the Public Arts Commission are attached for review by 
the Commission.  
 
Recommendation 

 
Staff recommends approval of hte Minutes of the April 1, 2026 meeting of the Public Arts 
Commission  
  
Attachments and Other Resources   

 
1. PA_ Commission Minutes- April 1 2026 (1) 
 

Vision Statement 
We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly, and stable home for families and 

businesses.  
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Public Arts Commission Meeting 
April 1, 2026 

6:00 PM 
 Fridley City Hall, 7071 University Ave. NE, Fridley, MN 55432 

 
Minutes 

 
Call to Order 
Chair Collins called the Public Arts Commission meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Present  
 
Josh Collins, Chair  
Maija Sedzielarz, Vice Chair  
Ryan Fugleberg 
Kara Ruwart 
Gary Swanson 
Gary Osterbauer 
Frank Sedzielarz  
 
Jesslyn Quiram, Engineering Technician 
Councilmember Ann Bolkcom    

  
1. Approve Public Arts Commission Minutes for March 4, 2026  
 
Corrections were noted in the minutes to remove follow up items not discussed during the March 4, 
2026 meeting and add a discussed follow up item regarding the Commons Park Sculpture. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Osterbauer to approve, with corrections, the March 4, 2026 meeting minutes. 
Seconded by Commissioner Swanson. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
New Business  

 
2. Utility Box Art Wrap Pilot Program Updates and Artist Selection Process Discussion 

 
Staff presented updates on the call for art that was made public for the utility box art wrap 
program. The call for art information is housed on the public art page of the City website and a 
submission form was created for artists to use to upload artwork and application materials. 
 
Commissioners discussed additional opportunities for promotion of the program and call for art 
including contacting additional schools, Fridley Community Center, Fridley Liquor, and local 
coffee shops. 
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Staff presented options for how Commissioners could review submissions and provided the 
review criteria that was included in the call for art for discussion. 
 
Commission direction to Staff: 

• If over 20 submissions are received staff to send digital package to Commissioners 
ahead of next meeting. 

• Physical copies of all submissions to be available for review during May 6 Commission 
meeting 

• Staff to develop scoring sheet.  
o Provide additional definition of submission criteria 

 
No formal action was taken on this item.  
 

3. Discussion on VARA Waiver Requirement for MnDOT Partnership 
 
Commissioner Frank Sedzielarz presented information on the history of VARA and noted 
elements of the regulation that could affect projects undertaken by the Public Arts Commission 
in the future. After further discussion by the Commissioners it was noted that the VARA Waiver 
currently being required by MnDOT fits within the Commission’s expectations for the Utility Box 
Wrap Program. 
 
No formal action was taken on this item. 

 
4. Sylvan Hills Community Art Project Update 

 
Staff presented an update to the Commission on the potential for a public art project funded by 
the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO) grant for the Sylvan Hills Park 
Improvement Project. The art piece would be created as part of the ongoing Sacred Waters, 
Shared Futures initiative. Creative Flow Art Center will partner with the City and the MWMO to 
support community involvement in creating the art piece. 
 
Staff presented three concepts that were developed by artist Jessica Turtle. Staff also presented 
the proposed location on the park site, which was selected by the artist, City Staff, the MWMO, 
and representatives from Creative Flow Art Center. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Swanson to support moving forward with design concept 1. 
Seconded by Commissioner Ruwart. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
5. Art Trail Site Discussion 

 
Staff presented updates on available sites for the Art Trail Program and facilitated discussion to 
select priority locations for the initial program year. Discussion centered around a placement 
visible from University Ave., near the trail leading to the archery area, and near the Locke Park 
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parking lot. Commissioners were invited to the May 11, 2026 City Council Conference Meeting to 
discuss this Art Trail Program with the Fridley Creative Arts Foundation and Fridley City Council.  
 
No formal action was taken on this item. 

 
Old Business 
 
     None 
 
Other Items 
 
     None 
 
Adjournment  
 
Commissioner Ruwart made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The second was made by Commissioner 
Frank Sedzielarz. The motion was passed unanimously.  
  
Respectfully submitted,   
  
 
Jesslyn Quiram, Engineering Technician  
Recording Secretary   
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AGENDA REPORT  
 
 
 

Meeting Date:   May 6, 2026 
Meeting Type: Public Arts Commission  
Submitted By: Mike Maher, Parks and Recreation Director 

Jesslyn Quiram, Engineering Technician 
Title:  Utility Box Art Wrap Submission Evaluation 

 
 
Background 

 
A public call for art was promoted to request submission of artwork for a utility box art wrap 
pilot program in Fridley. The Public Arts Commission will make selections of artwork for the 
program that will go to the Fridley City Council for final approval. The non-profit Fridley Creative 
Arts Foundation if funding the costs for the printing and installation of the vinyl wraps to be 
installed on six pre-selected utility boxes along University Avenue in Fridley. Because the boxes 
are in the right of way of the state highway, staff are coordinating with the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation. The $500 award for each selected artwork will be contingent on 
the artist providing the artwork in a format compatible with the printing process and signing all 
required waivers and agreements. A scoring sheet is attached for use by the Commission to 
evaluate artwork submissions. Up to one hour of time will be provided during the May 6th 
meeting for Commissioners to complete their individual scoring of artwork submissions.   
 
Recommendation 

 
None 
  
Attachments and Other Resources   

 
1. Utility Box Art Wrap Program - Scoring 
2. REDACTED_2026 Utility Box Submissions_Redacted_Final_2 
 

Vision Statement 
We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly, and stable home for families and 

businesses.  
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Utility Box Art Wrap Program 
2026 Call for Art Submission Evaluation 

Evaluator Name:  Date:  

Artist ID:  Youth Submission: YES           NO 
 

Scoring Categories  

Submitted artwork meets criteria, per the following list as noted in the policy document YES          NO 

• Artwork is an original created by the artist 
• Dark colors shall be used sparingly to avoid overheating the utility box 
• Artwork shall be visible from a distance 
• Artwork does not contain: 

o Political Statements 
o Discriminatory Imagery or Language 
o References, symbols, or numerology specific 

to any religion 
o Copyrighted or trademarked material 
o Corporate or organizational branding (except 

for Fridley-based non-profit organizations) 
o Images of illegal activity 

o Content that is defamatory, violates 
applicable law, or is deemed offensive or 
controversial by the selection committee 

o Representation of traffic signals, signs, 
colors, or other imagery that may distract 
or confuse pedestrians or motorists 

o Attachments of objects other than the 
printed vinyl wrap to the utility box 

     

Artist is a Fridley Resident or is representing a Fridley-based non-profit organization, or 
provides a narrative detailing a strong connection to the City of Fridley 

 
/ 30 

    

Artwork is original and visually appealing to the evaluator  / 30 
    

Artwork is bold and inviting and will be visually impactful if applied to a utility box at 
the locations specified in the pilot program 

 
/ 20 

  
  

Subject of artwork celebrates Fridley and/or contains design elements identifiable to 
the evaluator as being unique to Fridley 

 
/ 20 

     

 Total  / 100 

 

Evaluator Comments: 
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